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Get one back,
Give a hug
And see the smile...
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It’s Happening at Grace
Lutheran!

From the Pastor’s Desk: Prepping Your Foundations
Lately my life has been
revolving around home
improvements.
After
closing on our house at
the end of June, Ben and
I have spent pretty much
every free moment at
our new home fixing up
this, painting that, and
overall putting our own
touch on the place. There
have already been many
memories
made
and
stories shared, some of
which have been joyful and others, well…interesting.
What I’ve learned through the journey of homeownership so far is that “an ounce of prevention is
worth a pound of cure,” especially when it comes to
the places we live. Spending a few extra minutes or
hours) on taking down wallpaper now instead of just
painting over it means that down the road there is one
less thing we will have to worry about. Checking to
make sure that a small sign of mold isn’t a foreshadow
of a larger problems to come means that we can rest
assured there isn’t something dangerous lurking in
the shadows. Even putting primer on the wall has
taught me that patience and preparation can make
the real action of painting go a lot smoother and not
need to be redone. Ben’s mantra throughout our
moving-in process has kept us on track when it comes
to spending time getting our house in order: “Do it
right the first time and then you don’t have to do it
again.” In other words, spend a few extra minutes on
these foundational elements now and it will likely help
in the long run. I’ll be honest—that’s not easy. I want
to move in, already! When I think about the time it
will take to put the special primer on the walls before
painting versus just getting paint on so that it’s finished
and the movers can come—well, a lot of times I just
want to get on with the show, move on and move in.
We are embedded in a culture where quantity is often
valued more than quality, and spending a few extra
minutes here and there to intentionally reflect and
make sure our tasks and lives are focused and headed
in the right direction can be far more rewarding than
just keeping busy and going from task to task.
Where I see this most for me as a follower of Christ is
the time I spend reading our Holy Scriptures. I know,
I know, as a pastor you would expect that taking time
to read and reflect on the word of God would come

naturally, but that’s not
always the case! When I
sit down at my desk and
take out my planner in the
morning, there are so many
things I see on my to-do
list: visit parishioners, plan
programs, create worship
services, and figure what
in the world the Holy Spirit
wants me to say during
Sunday’s sermon. When
you start adding those
things up and determining
their urgency, it can be easy to think that “I’ll get to
the Bible later” or “I can pray double tomorrow,”
except what I’ve noticed is “later” and “tomorrow”
are always more busy. It can be very tempting to put
reading from the Bible and spending time with God in
prayer lowest on the list of urgent things to do. Lately,
however, I’ve been trying very hard to spend the first 30
minutes of my morning reading the Scripture passages
given to me in the daily lectionary and reflecting on
how they seem to be speaking to life in our neck of
the woods. Friends, let me tell you, those days feel so
much more grounded and productive, even if I don’t
get everything on my to-do list done.
Even though it’s summer, I know how busy each one
of you is. I’ve heard stories of family trips, playing
and coaching sports teams, work projects that increase
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Inside this Issue
Council News........................................................2
Pastoral Acts.........................................................2
Grace Member Elected to Synod Council...........2
Strangers in Kenya...............................................3
Golf Fundraiser for Food Pantry........................3
Book Club.............................................................4
Food Pantry Ministry..........................................4
What’s in the Showcase?.....................................4
Volunteer Opportunity ........................................5
VBS Pictures..........................................................5
Pulled Pork Dinner Benefit....................................6
Lutheran Camping News.....................................6
T.O.G.S............................................6
Birthdays, Anniversaries & Flowers...................6
Calendar.....................................................7

(Pastor’s letter continued from page 1)
during these months, and many, many more things
that keep you running from here to there and back
again. My guess is that it won’t slow down any time
soon and then Fall will be here with a fresh list of jobs
to tackle. That’s life, and it’s going to happen. So
amidst those happenings, my challenge to you is to
find a few minutes once a day or once a week to take a
deep breath, throw open your Bible (or favorite Bible
app), and read. Don’t worry if you don’t understand
it, don’t worry if you only read a few verses, don’t
worry if you get interrupted—just read!
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The Council meeting in July was
full of interesting discussions. Pastor
Courtney reported that she will be speaking
at
the ministers’ gathering in August as well as attending
continuing education. We are very excited for her and
this opportunity to share her messages and to grow in
her profession.
Council also discussed other happenings around the
church. We were very pleased by the attendance and
fun had by the 81 people at the church picnic held at
the Wisehaven pool again this year. It was announced
that the Music and Worship committee will be meeting
on Tuesday, September 12 at 6:30 p.m. Cora Sue Herbst
also announced that we were able to send a donation
from the noisy offering and a donation of $320 from
Sunday school to the Konde Diocese in July.

I am willing to bet that when life comes at you, and
sometimes it comes at us hard, those few minutes
you’ve spent reading God’s word will give you a
foundation that will keep you through those rough
storms. Whether it’s removing the old wallpaper
before you put on the new stuff or making it our goal
to read an entire chapter of Romans in a month, those
little investments in your foundations will make the
biggest difference in your life.

The Finance Committee is working hard on the
budget for 2018 and we are working closely with
them to expand the information presented to include
a more comprehensive picture of the church finances.
This is a slight change in look for the budget, but not
in function. The congregation should be pleased with
the additional information.

Remember, whether you need advice on how to
paint walls or what book of the Bible might be easiest
to start reading, I’m here for you. After all, working
on these foundations together makes it a lot more fun.
In Christ,
+Pastor Courtney

The Property Committee has been busy as well. You
may have noticed the brickwork on the Charles Street
side of the church is looking in poor repair. Council
approved a quote for the bricks to be pointed, as well
as the sign out front. This will not be the whole facade,
but rather the areas in most need.

Jayne LeGore Nominated to
Synod Council
Dr.
Jayne
LeGore,
a
member
of
our
congregation, was elected
to the Lower Susquehanna
Synod Council. She was
elected as a Lay Female by
the Susquehanna Synod
Assembly on June 3.
Congratulations Jayne!

Pastoral Acts
Baptism

Jessica and Audrey Johnston
joined the body of Christ through
the sacrament of Holy Baptism on
Sunday, July 16, 2017 at the 10:45 a.m.
worship service.

Wedding

Zachary Calaman and Lauren Taylor
united their lives in marriage at Grace Lutheran on
Friday, June 14, 2017. The couple is the grandson and
granddaughter-in-law of Lin and Peg Rotz.
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Puzzle Submitted anonymously

Strangers in kenya

Golf for the Food
Bank

Just a real quick update…I’m about to get on a plane
in a few hours with Micah, so we’re rushing around
dotting our i’s and crossing our t’s.

The Black Cap Brewing
Company is hosting their
third annual golf outing to
benefit the Grace Lutheran
Food Pantry. The Pantry has
served families within the
Red Lion School District for
over 30 years.

The school year finished up well here. As advanced
placement teachers, our big “burnout” time is May,
so by the time we got to July’s graduation, I don’t
think we were as fried as we normally are at the end
of the year. We said goodbye to 74 seniors and about
two dozen staff members. The last two weeks have
involved some good family time and rest for us.

The Golf Outing is on Sunday, August 27 at the Cool
Creek Golf Course in Wrightsville. Registration is
at 7:00 a.m. with an 8:00 a.m. shotgun start. The fee
covers golfing, cart, snacks, drinks, dinner and prizes.
The fees are $260 for a foursome and $65 for a single
player. The after play festivities will be held at the
Black Cap Brewing Company, just down the street
from Grace. For more information, stop by the pub
or contact Nancy Bentley at 717-495-8615, or email:
bc2@blackcapbrew.com.

Micah is joining me (Ryan) in the United States this
month as I take two courses for my master’s degree in
Christian leadership in Dallas. We’ll be in Pennsylvania
for a week (speaking at my childhood church, Grace
Lutheran in Red Lion on July 30). Then, Micah flies to
San Diego to see family and friends by himself while I
fly to Dallas for 11 days. We’ll be back in Pennsylvania
for a few more days at the end of our stay (speaking at
Guinston Presbyterian on August 13) before returning
to Kenya on August 16-17.

If you want another way to support the event, please
consider a sponsorship. Send a check or goods to the
above contact information made out to ‘Golf Outing,
Black Cap Brewing.’ We have several sponsorship
levels:

Heather will be welcoming dozens of new staff
members while she remains in Kenya with Asher and
Claire, including our dear, dear friends (the Saums)
who started our missionary career with us in 2004.
It’s hard not having family on the mission field for
so many years, and when you can find a close friend
in the midst of the transition, it’s the closest thing to
family you can find.

$200 - Beverage station sponsor: We will have
two beverage stations for the golfers. A sign at the
station will acknowledge you or your business as
the sponsor.

Please pray for Kenya’s elections on August 8.
Kenya’s election process has gone roughly in the recent
past, and as they add electronic forms of voting across
a country with very, very shaky digital infrastructure,
there is a whole new level of distrust of transparency
with the process. When you consider the level of
immaturity, irresponsibility and instability during
election time in a “first world” country like the U.S., it’s
frightening—IF THE LORD WAS NOT SOVEREIGN
OVER ALL—to think what could happen in a third
world country like Kenya. Pray.

$100 – Hole Sponsor: Your business or family
will be represented with a sign placed at one of
the teeing areas.
Various Cost – Donations of goods and services:
You may wish to contribute a door prize, gift cards
to purchase items for the day or towards prizes,
monetary donations or product donations for use
on the day of the event.
Your support will enable us to make this a successful
fundraiser for the Food Pantry.

Well, I guess it wasn’t so short after all, but I’m not
proofreading this thing…so if you find a typo, know
that that is hard for an English teacher to do. I must be
really rushing around.
Blessings,
Ryan

Want to Receive The Beacon
Electronically?

Beacon Publisher note: We did proofread
Ryan’s work and corrected some small ‘rushing to the
airport’ grammar.

It’s Easy!

Just email your address to the publisher:
swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.

We’ll take care of the rest.
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You are
ensuring
the help
continues

The Food Bank Donation Item for August is:

Shampoo & Body Wash
We also need diapers, size 5, 6 and 5T and 6T

Thanks to your generous donations of money and
health care items, the food pantry has been able to build
up its resources and will be ready for our September
food distribution. In order to help, the Black Cap
Brewery is sponsoring a golf tournament on August 27
with proceeds going to our food pantry. This month’s
packing dates are August 19 and 26 beginning at
8:30 a.m. Sanctuary set-up will be on September 10
following the traditional service with lunch provided
for volunteers. Food distribution is set for the 11th
beginning at 8:30 a.m. Please mark your calendar
now so that you can give some time to volunteer for
this valuable out-reach ministry here at Grace. We
are praying that this great support will continue so
that we can provide food for our clients at our next
distribution. Thanks for your prayers and continuing
support.

Book Club

The book club is reading
The Sandcastle Girls by
Chris Bohjalian. The book
club meets every third
Thursday at 6:30 p.m. in
the Welcome Center. If you
would like to join us, you can get a copy of the book
from either Geri Jacobs or Jennifer Rudolf.
In his fifteenth book, The Sandcastle Girls, Chris
Bohjalian brings us on a very different kind of journey.
This spellbinding tale travels between Aleppo, Syria,
in 1915 and Bronxville, New York, in 2012—a sweeping
historical love story steeped in the author’s Armenian
heritage, making it his most personal novel to date.
When Elizabeth Endicott arrives in Syria, she has
a diploma from Mount Holyoke College, a crash
course in nursing, and only the most basic grasp of the
Armenian language. The First World War is spreading
across Europe, and she has volunteered on behalf of
the Boston-based Friends of Armenia to deliver food
and medical aid to refugees of the Armenian genocide.
There, Elizabeth becomes friendly with Armen, a
young Armenian engineer who has already lost his
wife and infant daughter. When Armen leaves Aleppo
to join the British Army in Egypt, he begins to write
Elizabeth letters, and comes to realize that he has fallen
in love with the wealthy, young American woman
who is so different from the wife he lost.Flash forward
to the present, where we meet Laura Petrosian, a
novelist living in suburban New York. Although her
grandparents’ ornate Pelham home was affectionately
nicknamed the “Ottoman
Annex,” Laura has never really
given her Armenian heritage
much thought. But when an
old friend calls, claiming to
have seen a newspaper photo
of
Laura’s
grandmother
promoting an exhibit at
a Boston museum, Laura
embarks on a journey back
through her family’s history
that reveals love, loss—and a
wrenching secret that has been
buried for generations.

How to submit to
the Newsletter

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter. The
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize
an event you are planning in the church, tell people
about something you or your family are doing,
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities
are endless! The vision for the newsletter is to
communicate between members in a clear and
interesting format. If you would like to submit to the
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:
*If you are comfortable with computers, you
may email Chris Jacobs at: kndsis1@yahoo.com.
Please make sure your document is either a .doc
or .pdf file. If you are including digital artwork,
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.
*If you prefer paper, just drop off your
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’
outside the office door. The mailboxes are
located on a table across the hall.
Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s
newsletter. If you have pictures or graphics that
complement your submission, include them
along with directions or suggestions on their use.
Please include your contact information in every
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify
or fact-check. If you are interested in a monthly
submission or article, we welcome that as well.

T.O.G.S Fundraiser at Isaac’s Deli in South
York Plaza
August 20 from 12 - 8:00 p.m.
Proceeds go to our trip to
The National Youth Gathering in Texas
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Volunteers Needed

VBS pictures

The Meals on Wheels program could use some
volunteer delivery drivers. Deliveries are made on
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from 9:00 a.m. to
1:00 p.m. If you would like to assist you can do so as
little as once a month or as often as you would like.
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August Celebrations

t.o.g.s. News

We took 26 people to Guppy's
Gulch in Delta on Sunday the
16th. The kids and the parents
had a fantastic time. The parents
all brought food and we had a
great picnic lunch in between all
the water activities. This was a big hit! The kids were
pretty tired out after all that swimming and jumping.
Canoes, paddle boards and kayaks were there as well.

01 - Kevin Grim
02 - Colleen T. Grove
03 - Cindy Golden
05 - Philip Golden
05 - Isaac Phillips-Cary
06 - Cassandra Anderson
06 - Ethan Johnston
07 - John Fishel
08 - Sara Stauffer
10 - Betty Laucks
10 - J. Kenneth Laucks Jr.

We are waiting on approval for a fundraiser from
Isaac's Deli. They will get back to us in August. When
we get the final date we will list the information in the
bulletin.

Pulled Pork Benefit

On Sunday, August 27, the congregations of our
local conference will hold a pulled pork benefit meal
at Friedensaal Lutheran Church in Seven Valleys.
The meal will benefit The Lord’s Lunch and Grace
Lutheran’s Food Pantry. The meal will be served from
4-7:00 p.m., with a takeout option available. The menu
will consist of a pulled pork sandwich, baked beans,
cream slaw, roll, drink and dessert, and our own Spirit
Cellar Band will be playing. Tickets will be available
in advance and at the door, with the ticket prices being
$12 for adults, $6 for children between the ages of 4 and
13, and free for children under 3 years of age. Look for
more information in the bulletin.

Wedding Anniversaries
04 - Robert & Joyce Arnold		
08 - Cora Sue & Lynn Herbst
10 - J. Kenneth Jr. & Betty Laucks
11 - Erica & William Gottuso
12 - William & Carol Coeyman
15 - Andrew & Deborah Warntz
16 - Michael & Jackie Atkins
18 - Charles & Janet Murphy
19 - Gerald & Connie Heiss
20 - Robert & Alana Haag
24 - Bradley & Wendy Mummert
25 - Freeland & Kathleen Shaffer
25 - Tasha & Carl Barcikowski
27 - Dennis & Connie Walters
27 - Jack & Ellen Warntz
30 - Darla Ray & Greg Hodson

Lutheran
Camping

Our local Lutheran camps have
the following events for August:
•

August 6-12: Family Camp-K-tion at Kirchenwald

•

August 6-12: Family Camp at Nawakwa

11 - Alvin Brown
12 - Dawn Coeyman
15 - Katelyn Norman
16 - Ronald Golden
20 - Kristine Eveler
22 - Chase Traina
25 - Denise Kerr
27 - Deborah Warntz
29 - C. Richard Rhine
30 - Jud Stauffer

If you would like more information, visit the website
at: https://www.lutherancamping.org/events/ or call:
717-677-8211.

Each month, The Beacon reports who is
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.
August’s flowers are sponsored by:
06 – Gary Krout
13 – Jack Jones
20 – George McCallum
27 – Jean Grim

The Beacon is brought to you by:

September’s flowers are sponsored by:
03 – Richard Rhine
10 – Mrs. Edward Arnold
17 – Connie Heiss
24 – Barb Slavinsky

Chris Jacobs, Editor/Staff Writer
Jennifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer
Ottilie Grim, Copy Proofreader
Richard Rhine, Proofreader
Dee Kerr, Proofreader
Germar Rudolf, Webmaster
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No Sunday School
Noisy Offering
9:00 am - : Worship Services
10:45 am: Worship Services
13
No Sunday School
9:00 am - 9:45 am: Worship
Service – Contemporary
10:45 am - : Worship Service Traditional
20
9:00 am - 9:45 am: Worship
Service – Contemporary
10:00 am: Blessing of the
Backpacks - during the Sunday
School
10:45 am: Worship Service Traditional
27
7:00 am: Black Cap Golf Outing
Cool Creek Golf Club,
Wrightsville, PA
9:00 am - 9:45 am: Worship
Service – Contemporary
10:00 am: Promotion Sunday
School Day
10:45 am: Worship Service Traditional
4-7:00 pm: Pulled Pork Benefit,
Friedenzaal Church, Seven
Valleys, PA

SUNDAY

8

1

22

29

21

28

14
15
6:30 pm: Parish
Education Committee
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MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

30

23

16

9
7:00 pm: Finance
Committee

2

31

24
9:00 am - 4:00 pm:
Food Distribution

17
6:30 pm - 8:00 pm:
Book Club

10
6:30 pm: Church
Council Meeting

THURSDAY
3
7:00 pm: Graceful
Women - The Topic is
Making Bold Choices

August

25

18

11

4

FRIDAY

26
Phone calling requires
a 10-digit phone
number today

19

12

SATURDAY
5

