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Give a smile,
Get one back,
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And see the smile...

Shines with Grace Lutheran Church News
February, 2020

It’s Happening at Grace
Lutheran!

From the Pastor’s Desk: God Loves Your Mess

How much of your life do you spend trying to “get
yourself together” or fix all the things that are messed
up? My guess is that most of us use more time than we
should being focused on our weaknesses or mistakes
and trying to fix all of our problems so that life is
“perfect.” Whether you are trying to keep up with
June Cleaver and family or are constantly comparing
yourself to others’ carefully curated public personas
on social media, we are so easily sucked in to the sin
of coveting. We covet what we think other people
have and feel not only envious but ashamed that we
do not have our lives together as much as we think we
should.
I am right there with you in having moments
when I feel inadequate in some way or like I am “not
enough” and I know how draining and suffocating
those feelings can be. However, over the past year,
when I am feeling overwhelmed by all of the “blah”
that is happening in life, whether it be drama with
family or friends, health concerns, mistakes, failures,
or Imposter Syndrome, my mantra is “God bless this
hot mess!”

Being a Christian does not mean that you have your
life together. It does not mean that you are perfect at
reading your Bible and loving your neighbor. It does
not mean that you are a fountain of forgiveness or
patient and kind at all times. Being a Christian means
that in baptism God claimed your mess and said, “I
love you, even though I know there is more mess to
come.”
With Valentine’s Day around the corner, it can be
easy for us to make the holiday all chocolates and
roses. Love, true love, is about sticking with your
family, friends, and church, even when the mess starts
to pile up. That’s not just love, it’s Christ-like love—
the kind of love that would die for you.
So next time you feel like your life (or family, or
workplace, or church) is too much of a mess, just
remember to pray for God to bless your hot mess.
Christ will be with you through even the messiest of
times and his love is never ending.
Your sister in Christ,
+Pastor Courtney
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2020 Lent Season Information
Ash Wednesday is February 26 this year. Mark
your calendar for Wednesday, February 26 and plan
to attend our Ash Wednesday special service. There
are Lenten Wednesday plans forthcoming. We will
be having services alternating with St. John UCC each
week. Stay tuned.

Happy January to all. I just
want to bring you up to speed on
happenings around Church.
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In our first council meeting for 2020, we elected our
officers for the new year. They are as follows: President
– Joe Turek, Vice President – Sharon Hont, Treasurer –
Scott Hildebrand, Secretary – Riley Bowles. Thanks to
all for stepping into these leadership roles.
As we turn the page from 2019 and begin our journey
into 2020, I am very excited. You will see plenty of
opportunities to see ministry at work. You will see
different support groups and activities throughout
the year. There will be many opportunities to connect
and support the church. If you see any additional
opportunities to add ministry, please talk with us so we
can evaluate the chance to implement your suggestion.

Divorce Support Group

There will be a
divorce care support
group held at Grace
Lutheran that will run
for 13 weeks. It will
begin Feb 3 and be on
Mondays from 7:00 –
8:30 p.m. The cost is
only $15 which covers
the cost of the workbook. Call the church office at 717244-5987 to register.

For those who helped in 2019 and those who will
help in 2020 thank you for letting the Holy Spirit work
through you to make Grace a better place.
God’s Blessings to all.
Joe Turek

Church Family News

Floral Tributes are
Available

Welcome! Welcome!
Carter John Fishel was born
to Brett and Abby Fishel on
December 9, 2019 making John
and Sandy proud grandparents,
as well as Bob and Jessie greatgrandparents!

If you are looking for a floral
tribute
opportunity
at
the
Traditional Service, Karen Turner
has openings in next year's
calendar: May 31, August 30,
November 29 and December 6.
Contact Karen Turner to celebrate
someone in your heart with altar
or pedestal flowers during the
service and reserve the date.

New - Something to Chew On
Lunch Group

Meets every Wednesday starting
February 5 at 11:45 a.m. Join
Pastor Courtney for an opportunity
for discussion over lunch. Lunch
will be provided on the first
meeting on February 5. Call the
church for details.

Game Day for Retirees

Friends, fun and fellowship while playing table
games. The fun happens for adults on the last Friday
of the month from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. For more
information, contact Carol Wagner.

Pastoral Acts

There were no Pastoral Acts this month
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Steward your life:
Cultivate a heart of love

What’s In the Display case?

Jesus taught, “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall
love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you,
Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,
so that you may be children of your Father in heaven.” –
Matthew 5:43-44

For our Display in
February, Continuing our
125 years of Grace:

Red hearts, flowers and chocolates remind us that
February is the uncontested month of love.
It’s excellent (and easy) to love those close to us,
but Jesus tells us to go wider, deeper, riskier – to love
even our enemies. In so doing, Jesus says, we become
children of God.

Display of Icons
by
Tom Smith

This challenges us to embrace love as the key discipline
and develop a heart so full of love that it flows to even
our enemies. Isn’t that how we’re supposed to live as
disciples? It’s just good stewardship of our lives.
For this “month of love,” practice loving your
enemies.
The effort is especially timely in our season of discord,
when our loudest voices encourage us – through namecalling, denigrating, lying, smearing – to hate those
with whom we disagree. Even calling them “enemies”
is too much (they’re really neighbors!).
Loving our “enemies” doesn’t mean we agree with
them or tolerate bad behavior. It means respecting,
listening, discussing, refraining from anger and
revenge. Here are some ideas for loving our enemies:
• Jesus gives us the first step: Pray! For them and
for you!
• Stop seeing them as enemies. They’re our neighbors
whom God loves.
• Resist hate, the very thing our culture encourages.
• Treat everyone as you would want to be treated.
• Lastly, keep praying.
By embracing love as a spiritual discipline, we
cultivate a heart of love that opens our lives to the
transformation Jesus dearly desires for us -- to be
children of God. Now that’s good stewardship.
--Rob Blezard

Copyright © 2020, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission.
Pastor Blezard serves as an assistant to the bishop of the Lower
Susquehanna Synod and works as content editor for www.
stewardshipoflife.org. He blogs at www.thestewardshipguy.com.

Want to Receive The Beacon
Electronically?

It’s Easy!

Just email your address to the publisher:
swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.

We’ll take care of the rest.
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Book Club

erma’s inspirations

The Door to My Heart is Open

The January and February
book is The Goldfinch by
Donna Tartt. Goodreads.
com has this to say about
the book:

The door to my heart is open,
You’re welcome to come in.
There’s room enough for everyone
And you may come again.
No one is turned away
For a heart that no one enters
Grows lonelier each day.
Friends fill our hearts with laughter
And dry the bitter tears
And open hearts forge friendships
That last throughout the years.

It begins with a boy. Theo Decker, a thirteen-yearold New Yorker, miraculously survives an accident
that kills his mother. Abandoned by his father, Theo is
taken in by the family of a wealthy friend. Bewildered
by his strange new home on Park Avenue, disturbed
by schoolmates who don't know how to talk to him,
and tormented above all by his unbearable longing for
his mother, he clings to one thing that reminds him of
her: a small, mysteriously captivating painting that
ultimately draws Theo into the underworld of art.

A heart that’s closed to others
Grows harder than a stone
And the person who lives there
Is doomed to live alone.
If you slam the door on others,
Like glass, it too will break,
But with friends there to repair it,
What a difference it can make!
Lonely hearts will always wonder
How things might have been…
The door to my heart is open;
You’re welcome to come in!

As an adult, Theo moves silkily between the drawing
rooms of the rich and the dusty labyrinth of an antiques
store where he works. He is alienated and in love and at
the center of a narrowing, ever more dangerous circle.
The Goldfinch combines vivid characters,
mesmerizing language, and suspense, while plumbing
with a philosopher's calm the deepest mysteries of
love, identity, and art. It is an old-fashioned story of
loss and obsession, survival and self-invention, and
the ruthless machinations of fate.

-Clay Harrison

The book club of Grace Lutheran
meets every third Thursday of the
month at 6:30 p.m. in the Welcome
Center. Our next meeting is on
February 20. If you would like a copy
of the book to borrow, see Geri Jacobs
or Jen Rudolf.

How to submit to
the Newsletter

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter. The
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize
an event you are planning in the church, tell people
about something you or your family are doing,
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities
are endless! The vision for the newsletter is to
communicate between members in a clear and
interesting format. If you would like to submit to the
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

Fr. Wicky Barnes, III Organ
Concert Fundraiser
He will be playing the 1930 Austin pipe organ at
Heidelberg United Church of Christ (47 W. Philadelphia
St. York, PA) during Downtown York’s First Friday
celebrations on March 6 from 6-9:00 p.m. There will be
a donation basin available. 50% of the money collected
will go to the Organ Fund at Heidelberg, and 50% will
go to purchase new choir robes at Shells Lutheran
Church.

*If you are comfortable with computers, you
may email Chris Jacobs at: kndsis1@yahoo.com.
Please make sure your document is either a .doc
or .pdf file. If you are including digital artwork,
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.

Heidelberg is the church Fr. Barnes grew up at
before venturing out as a church musician in Catholic,
Lutheran, and Episcopal parishes. He served Grace
Lutheran in Red Lion, St. Andrew’s Episcopal in York,
St. Peter’s Lutheran in York, and Zion Lutheran in
Glen Rock before
being ordained to the
Sacred Ministry of
Word and Sacrament.

*If you prefer paper, just drop off your
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’
outside the office door. The mailboxes are
located on a table across the hall.
Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s
newsletter. If you have pictures or graphics that
complement your submission, include them
along with directions or suggestions on their use.
Please include your contact information in every
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify
or fact-check. If you are interested in a monthly
submission or article, we welcome that as well.

Please drop in if
you’re able to be in
the area!
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Red Lion Community REACH
Event

Lutheran Camping
The following event is happening
at our Lutheran Camps.
Just
because it is winter doesn’t mean
there is no communing with
nature. Kirchenwald is hosting a
winter fun day on February 9 from
1- 6:00 p.m. This event is free. Bring
your family or youth group and
enjoy an afternoon on Kirchenwald’s award-winning
toboggan run, ice skating on the lake or drinking hot
chocolate in the lodge.

Every
person
helps strengthen our
community.
There
will be a Seasonal
Affective
Disorder
(SAD) and Depression
presentation and class
given in February, for
anyone who would
like to attend. It is given by Community REACH and
will be held at the Ruthann Young Center, 15 First
Avenue in Red Lion on Wednesday, February 12, from
10:00 – 11:00 a.m. The instructor is Cindy Richard,
MCC, BSW, who is the director and founder of Suicide
Prevention of York. Cindy will share information on
SAD and how we can prevent it by being the captain
of our own ship. Discussion will focus on effective
wellness especially leading up to and during the fall/
winter months. Registration is required. Please stop
by Community REACH or call 717-244-6934. A Door
prize will be given away.

February
Celebrations

Happy Birthday
01 – Kailyn Bennett
02 – Audrey Mae Johnston
03 – Maggie Holroyd
04 – Stephen Germick
05 – Kelsey Shaffer
07 – Vickie Grove
08 – Abby Kuhn
09 – Jeremy Heiss
10 – Pat Gohn
10 – Charles Murphy
11 - Georgia Einsig
12 - Oliver Hanzlik
13 – Camden Manahan
14 – Cohen Manahan
14 – Madison Shaffer
14 – Barbara Slavinski
15 – Madison Webster

Communion Instruction will be given on Saturday,
February 22 from 10:00 a.m. to 12 noon for our young
ones aged 0 to 12. Please register with the pastor
before February 20.

Each month, The Beacon reports who is
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.
February’s flowers:
02- The altar flowers are presented in
memory of Ian McCleary by the family
09- The altar flowers are presented in
memory of Clark Jacobs by the family
16- In memory of David Grim husband &
father by Erma Grim & family
23- The altar flowers are presented in
memory of Peggy Keener by the Keener
Family

16 – Alana Haag
17 – Ferne Arnold
17 – Olivia Kicas
18 – Marie Martin
18 – Elaina Rudolf
19 - Olivia Benner
19 – Tina Miller
19 - Deborah Sipe
21 – Barbara Hartman
22 – Robin Bennett
24 – Donald Anderson
25 – Wesley Mummert
25 – Natalie Rudolf
25 - Mark Turek
26 – Patsy Mummert
27 - Benjamin Kuhn

Wedding Anniversaries

06 - Leif & Peggy Ericson
15 - Wesley & Malissa Smith
18 - John & Sandra Fishel
25 - Thomas & Barbara Taute
27 - Carolyn & Michael Noll

March’s flowers:
01- The altar flowers are presented in
memory of Mary E. Rhine by Mr. &
Mrs. C. Richard Rhine
08- The flowers are presented in honor of
our children Ryan, Emily & their
spouses & our grandchildren by the
Strobeck family
15- The altar flowers are presented in
memory of deceased family members
by Barb Slavinski
22- The flowers are presented in memory
of Primrose McCallum & in memory of
Mark Lloyd
29- The flowers are presented by Dee
Bowles

The Beacon is brought to you by:
Chris Jacobs, Editor/Staff Writer
Jennifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer
Ottilie Grim, Copy Proofreader
Richard Rhine, Proofreader
Dee Kerr, Proofreader
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11
615 Spirit Cellar Band
Practice

18
615 Spirit Cellar Band
Practice
630pm Mission &
Discipleship Meeting
25
615 Spirit Cellar Band
Practice

17
Office Closed
7pm Divorce Support
Group

24
7pm Divorce Support
Group

4
9am-2pm Southern
York County
Conference Meeting
615 Spirit Cellar Band
Practice

Tuesday

10
7pm Divorce Support
Group

3
7pm Divorce Support
Group

2
9am Contemporary
Service
10am Sunday School
1045 Traditional
Service

9
9am Contemporary
Service
10am Sunday School
1045 Traditional
Service
1pm Holy Grounds
16
9am Contemporary
Service
10am Sunday School
1045 Traditional
Service
23
9am Contemporary
Service
10am Sunday School
1045 Traditional
Service

Monday

Sunday

26
7pm Ash Wednesday
(choir to sing)
Service@ St.Johns

5
1145am Something to
Chew On
630 pm Handbell
Practice
715 pm Senior Choir
Practice
12
630pm Handbell
Practice
7pm Finance Team
Meeting
715 pm Senior Choir
Practice
19
630 pm Handbell
Practice
715 pm Senior Choir
Practice

Wednesday

27
630pm Mug Club

20
630pm Book Club

13
630pm Council
Meeting

6
6pm 125th
Anniversary
Committee Meeting

Thursday

28

21

14

7

Friday

February

29
830am Food Pantry

22
10am Holy
Communion Training

15

8

1

Saturday

Notes

