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Give a smile,
Get one back,
Give a hug
And see the smile...
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It’s Happening at Grace
Lutheran!

From the Pastor’s Desk:
Heading Into Newness Together

It has begun! On June
1, I walked through the
portico doors at Grace
Lutheran Church as,
officially, your called
pastor, and with that has
come the adventure of
a new call, a new home,
and a new community.
A lot of Ben’s and my
life has been in transition
this past month: moving
halfway
across
the
country, closing on our
first home, changing
synods and calls, and
reacquainting ourselves
with the manna from
heaven that is east
coast pizza, fresh seafood, and Sheetz. All but the
gastronomical blessings has made me keenly aware of
how difficult it can be being “new.” Now, to be sure,
Ben and I have been fortunate to be receiving a very
warm welcome from both Grace and Zion, where Ben
serves, and we also have had a tremendous amount
of support from college and seminary friends who
live within a few hours. Yet, joining a new school,
neighborhood, workplace or even church can be a
stressful and lonely task. Some of us know the feeling
all too well-- entering a room or local diner and having
all the heads turn towards you because you are “not
from around here” or being brave enough to enter a
new church building and realizing quickly that you
don’t know the flow of the worship service, or where
the coffee is, or how to offer up your tithe.

Being new can be scary, and sometimes it can be so
overwhelming that it takes us a long time, if ever, to
step foot in a new and unknown place full of new and
unknown faces. And then, some of us are seasoned
pros. We’ve been here a long time, we know the order
of the service and how to get to the sanctuaries like
the back of our hand. We’ve lived in and around this
place and can tell you the phone number and owners
of our favorite local restaurants as if they are family
(and sometimes they are!). In fact, some of us can’t
remember a time when we didn’t belong to Grace or
the Red Lion community.
Although I will be glad to officially move into our
new home, unpack, and settle in, I think being “new”
is good for all of us to experience once in awhile. It

helps us to rediscover
the ways we can
welcome the new notyet-friends in our midst
and help us to notice
the practices, attitudes,
and language that might
be overwhelming to a
guest at Grace Lutheran.
In Scripture there are
so many stories about
individuals or families
extending hospitality to
newcomers, and I think
the story of Abraham
and Sarah entertaining
the three “travellers”
(Genesis 18:1-16), is
among the best for us
to reflect on as we seek to extend hospitality to those
around us. What I love about this story is that Abraham
doesn’t wait for the three travellers to approach his
tent or even to see if they were headed in his direction.
Instead, Abraham runs toward them and, without
missing a beat, invites them to his tent to wash up, rest,
and be fed. That’s the kind of hospitality that reflects
an understanding of what it is like to be new in an area,
to maybe not know your way around or who to talk
to or where to go when you need help. It’s the kind of
hospitality that jumps up and takes the risk of greeting
a stranger and finding out ways to share with them the
love of Christ.
(continued on page 2)
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(Pastor’s letter continued from page 1)

Lector Helpers
The readings for Lectors are available on
top of the office mailboxes in the portico
entrance through July 30. Big print
versions are now available.

Hospitality is one of the most significant ways a
church can share the love of Christ, by welcoming
guests not only with warm hearts but also by meeting
some of their needs as well, and I was blessed to have
a first-hand experience of this last month at the Red
Lion Community Yard Sale. Do you know what the
love of Christ looked like that weekend? Sharing our
lawn space for vendors and shoppers alike, opening
our church doors so that folks could use the bathroom,
offering delicious and reasonably priced food, and
truly serving the community, the guests of Grace
Lutheran. Sometimes we offer hospitality in big ways,
and sometimes it comes across in smaller acts of
thoughtfulness. In any way that hospitality is shared
through the apostles (sent-ones) of Grace, thanks be
to God! My challenge to our community this month
is that we may be unsettled a bit, at least enough to
remember what it is like to be “new.” I think that as
we entertain what that feels like we will continue to
see ways that we can offer hospitality and put guests
and visitors at ease and help share with them the love
of Christ. In all of this, I pray that God may continue to
use us to serve God’s people and creation.
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The Council had a short meeting
with updates from committees and
planning
for the picnic at Wisehaven. Sharon Hont was ill and
could not attend. Therefore no official minutes were
available for printing. Get well soon Sharon!
From all reports, everyone had a good time at the
Wisehaven picnic and it was attended by 81 people.

Ecumenical and InterReligious Relations

The ELCA is committed to fostering unity among the
children of God for the sake of the world. The ELCA
Ecumenical and Inter-Religious Relations team is
responsible for encouraging the activity of ecumenical
and interreligious life in this church and enhancing
the public commitments of this church in Lutheran,
ecumenical and interfaith circles.

In Christ’s service,
Pastor Courtney

Vacation Bible School

The ELCA is committed to promoting understanding
among Christians and greater unity among Christ’s
people. Brokenness can be healed and divisions can
be overcome. To this end, the activity of ecumenical
life in the ELCA is one of cooperation, facilitation,
accompaniment and formation within this church, and
with our ecumenical and interreligious companions.

This year, Vacation Bible School (VBS) will be
held for five Wednesdays and five Sundays starting
Wednesday June 28. The Wednesday time is 6:30 – 8:30
p.m., and the Sunday time is from 10:00 – 10:30 a.m.
Family Summer Sunday School will not be held this
year because of this change. We are also always in
need of teen or adult helpers.

What does this mean?
We cooperate with partners, such as The Lutheran
World Federation, the World Council of Churches and
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the
USA.
We facilitate the ecumenical and interreligious work
of congregations, synods and churchwide ministries by
offering resources; convening the Lutheran Ecumenical
Representatives Network; supporting the reception of
our full communion agreements through the work of
the coordinating committees; and serving as liaison
with full communion churches and dialogue partners.
We accompany others including our interreligious
partners through initiatives like the Shoulder to
Shoulder Campaign:
Standing with American
Muslims, Upholding American Values.

Sunday school teachers are needed
We are in need of someone to teach the
third Sunday each month in the 4th-6th
grade classroom. Please consider helping
out in the fall. For more information,
contact Doris Golden.

We provide resources and information about
opportunities for ecumenical and interreligious
formation throughout the ELCA.
All of our work is grounded in our statement, The
Vision of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

Thank you!
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Thank you!

We thank our yard sale volunteers for tending the
food stand and all those bakers and sweet treat makers.
Janet Murphy thanks everyone for donating jelly
jars and yard sale treasures. Our ‘Friends of Grace’
community vendors packed the lawn with their booths
by renting space.

Our congregation received a pleasant thank you
letter from the SpiriTrust Lutheran Foundation. They
gratefully appreciate our donation and support!
Dear Members of Grace Lutheran:
It is an honor to recognize the generous support we
recently received from the members of Grace Lutheran
Church. Thank you for touching the lives of those in
need.
Over the past six decades we have grown
tremendously as an organization. With the support of
donors like you, we are excited to continue to deliver
services and programs as SpiriTrust Lutheran®
and serve more than 25,000 people each year. We
are extremely grateful for your partnership in our
commitment of service. Your gift, given through the
Lower Susquehanna Synod, will be used where it is
needed most at SpiriTrust Lutheran, as you requested.

Community Blood Drive
On July 22 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., we are
having a blood drive at the church. Hosted by the
Graceful Women, the Central Pennsylvania Blood
Bank will gladly take your blood for a t-shirt. A
form of identification is required to donate.
For
more information, contact:
1-800-771-0059 or
www.717giveblood.org. To avoid passing out, please
eat before you donate your blood. Juice and a snack
will be available
after our donation.
Anyone who can
hang a poster
where you work,
please leave a note
in the Graceful
Women’s mailbox
with your name
and
contact
information.

Serving our community alongside dedicated
members of your congregation is a privilege. We look
forward to our continued partnership with you in
making a difference in the lives of those we serve each
and every day.
With gratitude,
Kimberly Alavarez
Director of Development

Graceful Women

What’s In the
Display case?

The Graceful Women will have their summer picnic
on Thursday, July 6 at 6:00 p.m. at the home of Nancy
Golden. Parking is limited, so we will ride share to her
house by meeting at the church parking lot at 5:30 – 5:45
p.m. Meat will be provided, but please bring a covered
dish. RSVP to Nancy at 244-1994. We are suggesting
last names starting with A to G bring drinks, fruit, or
snacks. Letters
H to O should
bring desserts,
P through Z
bring salads,
veggies
or
casseroles. All
women
are
welcome
to
attend.

The month of July will host the history
of Grace Lutheran Church in honor of
Pastor Courtney’s coming to us. Enjoy
this popular walk through our history.

Want to Receive The Beacon
Electronically?

It’s Easy!

Just email your address to the publisher:
swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.

We’ll take care of the rest.

3

Book Club

Food Bank
Resources
are Low

The book club is
reading “The Lost
Years”
by
Mary
Higgins Clark. Higgins
Clark’s website, www.
maryhigginsclark.com,
has this to say about
the book:

In an effort to support the Food Bank’s continuing
mission of outreach to our community, please
consider giving in one or both of the following ways.
First, there are envelopes in the end of each pew
and downstairs in the Spirit Cellar to donate money
directly to the Food Bank. If you cannot locate one of
these marked envelopes, feel free to write ‘Food Bank’
on any envelope for your offering. Second, we are
beginning a monthly donation item to help stock the
pantry with non-food items. The Food Bank serves a
large part of our community and being able to provide
a few extra items goes a long way to help people in
need. Thank you for your support of the Food Bank.

In The Lost Years, Mary Higgins Clark, America’s
Queen of Suspense, has written her most astonishing
novel to date. At its center is a discovery that, if
authenticated, may be the most revered document
in human history—“the holiest of the holy”—and
certainly the most coveted and valuable object in the
world. Biblical scholar Jonathan Lyons believes he
has found the rarest of parchments—a letter that may
have been written by Jesus Christ. Stolen from the
Vatican Library in the 1500s, the letter was assumed
to be lost forever. Now, under the promise of secrecy,
Jonathan is able to confirm his findings with several
other experts. He also confides in a family friend his
suspicion that someone he once trusted wants to sell
the parchment and cash in. Within days Jonathan is
found shot to death in his study. At the same time,
his wife, Kathleen, who is suffering from Alzheimer’s,
is found hiding in the study closet, incoherent and
clutching the murder weapon. Even in her dementia,
Kathleen has known that her husband was carrying on
a long-term affair. Did Kathleen kill her husband in
a jealous rage, as the police contend? Or is his death
tied to the larger question: Who has possession of the
priceless parchment that has now gone missing? It is
up to their daughter, twenty-eight-year-old Mariah, to
clear her mother of murder charges and unravel the
real mystery behind her father’s death. Mary Higgins
Clark’s The Lost Years is at once a breathless murder
mystery and a hunt for what may be the most precious
religious and archaeological treasure of all time.

How to submit to
the Newsletter

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter. The
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize
an event you are planning in the church, tell people
about something you or your family are doing,
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities
are endless! The vision for the newsletter is to
communicate between members in a clear and
interesting format. If you would like to submit to the
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

The book club meets every third Thursday of the
month at 6:30 p.m. in the welcome center. We welcome
new members and
we have an account
with the York County
Library system, so
there is no cost. If you
would like to join us
this month, contact
Geri Jacobs or Jennifer
Rudolf for a copy of
the book.

*If you are comfortable with computers, you
may email Chris Jacobs at: kndsis1@yahoo.com.
Please make sure your document is either a .doc
or .pdf file. If you are including digital artwork,
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.
*If you prefer paper, just drop off your
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’
outside the office door. The mailboxes are
located on a table across the hall.
Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s
newsletter. If you have pictures or graphics that
complement your submission, include them
along with directions or suggestions on their use.
Please include your contact information in every
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify
or fact-check. If you are interested in a monthly
submission or article, we welcome that as well.
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July Celebrations

t.o.g.s. News

01 - McKenna Harrison
01 - Samantha Harrison
02 - Chrystal Phillips
02 - Julie Urey
03 - Larissa Schell
04 - Janet Becker
04 - Jared A. Schell
04 - Dolores Tudor
05 - David Fishel
05 - Velocity Pressel
05 - Jeanne Williams
06 - Darla Ray Hodson
06 - Dylan Rexroth
07 - Nancy Golden
08 - Estella Bucher
10 - Jack Warntz
10 - Jeri Zerance
11 - James Bucher
14 - Ned Kinard
17 - Christopher Hanzlik
17 - Mickalla Martin
18 - Ryan Bennett
18 - Madison Pollard
19 - Erma Grim
20 - Shirley Pfefferle
22 - Mindy Fleming-Steinke
22 - Peggy Rotz
22 - Caitlin Stanley
22 - Anna Wagner
23 - Eugene Leonzio
23 - Karen Young
24 - Carole Wagner
26 - Michael Noll
26 - Abby Turner
26 - Connie Walters
27 - Cory Stein
28 - Jacob Shaffer
29 - Ava Heiss
29 - Thomas Taute

Here is a teaser for our teens
planning to go to the 2018
Conference:

June 27-july 1 + Houston, TX
gathering@elca.org + 888-411-3522 + elca.org/gathering

grace

For by
you have been saved through faith, and
this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God . - Ephesians 2:8
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pre-gathering events + june 24-27

YG2018
#ELCA

Lutheran Camping
Here are the upcoming
events for the Lutheran
Camps in July:
•Elder Camp at
Nawakwa - July 9-15
•Women's Tea Party at
Nawakwa - July 13
•Adult B.Y.O.C Camp at
Kirchenwald - July 16-22
•Family Camp at Nawakwa - July 16-22
If you would like more information, see their
website: https://www.lutherancamping.org.

Wedding Anniversaries

07 - Josie & Tom Flory
12 - Jeremy & Samantha Christenberry
15 - Todd & Jennifer Osterhaus
22 - Richard & Amy Webster

Each month, The Beacon reports who is
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.
July’s flowers are sponsored by:
02 – Andrea Sprenkle
09 – Richard Jacobs
16 – Barb Slavinsky
23 – Dawn Coeyman
30 – Grace Lutheran

The Beacon is brought to you by:

August’s flowers are sponsored by:
06 - Gary Krout
13 - Jack Jones
20 - George McCallum
27 - Jean Grim

Chris Jacobs, Editor/Staff Writer
Jennifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer
Ottilie Grim, Copy Proofreader
Richard Rhine, Proofreader
Dee Kerr, Proofreader
Germar Rudolf, Webmaster
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30
10:00 am - 10:30 am: Bible
School VICTORY

2
9:00 am - 9:45 am:
Contemporary Service
10:00 am - 10:30 am: Bible
School VICTORY
10:45 am - 11:45 am:
Traditional Service
9:00 pm - 11:00 pm: Noisy
Offering Today
9
9:00 am - 9:45 am:
Contemporary Service
9:45 am - 10:45 am: Sunday
School - Adult Classes on
Vacation
10:00 am - 10:30 am: Bible
School VICTORY
10:45 am - 11:45 am:
Traditional Service
16
9:00 am - : Baptisms Today
9:00 am - 9:45 am:
Contemporary Service
9:45 am - 10:45 am: Sunday
School - Adult Classes on
Vacation
10:00 am - 10:30 am: Bible
School VICTORY
10:45 am - 11:45 am:
Traditional Service
23
10:00 am - 10:30 am: Bible
School VICTORY

S UND AY

25

24

31

18

11

10

17

4

3

M O ND AY

TUE S D AY

26
6:30 pm - 8:30 pm: Bible School
VICTORY

19
6:30 pm - 8:30 pm: Bible School
VICTORY

7:00 pm: Finance Committee

12
6:30 pm - 8:30 pm: Bible School
VICTORY

5

W E DNE S D AY

July
7

F RI D AY

27

20
6:30 pm - 8:00 pm:
Book Club

28

21

13
14
7:00 pm: Church
3:00 pm - 9:00 pm:
Council Meeting Wedding - Private Event
Time Change for July
7PM.

6
6:00 pm: Graceful
Women - Offsite

TH URS D AY

S AT U RD AY

29

22
10:00 am - 3:00 pm:
Community Blood
Drive - Central
Pennsylvania Blood
Bank

15
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