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Give a smile,
Get one back,
Give a hug
And see the smile...
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February, 2019

It’s Happening at Grace
Lutheran!

From the Pastor’s Desk: Family Matters
I have been a wanderer for a long
time now.
When I graduated from high
school back in 2006 I surprised
myself by deciding to attend a
college out of state (Messiah), even
though I tended to be a homebody
who preferred being with family
whenever possible. I was nervous,
of course, but it was a place that
seemed to be the right fit for me at
the time and it allowed me to explore
even further places. Between
college dorms, studying abroad,
my seminary studies in Gettysburg,
living in the Holy Land, first call
in Nebraska and now serving here
in York County, I figured out that I
have not lived in the same place for
more than 2 years at a time.
I love exploring and having a new
place for adventures, but one of the results of this life
has been that Ben and I have found ourselves living
pretty far away from family, a reality that seems even
more noticeable now that Alice Ann is part of our life.
As we settle and put down roots here in York County
and look forward to being here for a long time, we
also have started to realize how difficult it is being
so far away from family, with my mom living in
Massachusetts and Ben’s parents living in Florida.
And yet, what Ben, Alice, and I are so thankful for
is how you all have stepped into that role, being our
family and supporting us as we navigate life together,
especially this new venture as parents. From the bottom
of our hearts, we thank you for all that you have done
to allow me to grow into my calling not only as your
pastor, but also as a mother and a wife. The blessing
of being able to spend my six weeks of parental leave
bonding with Alice Ann and learning the ropes of
being her mama has helped all of us adjust to this new,
awesome reality. It is because I have had your support
as a mother to Alice and a wife to Ben that I have been
able to return refreshed and renewed for our ministry
together and better serve you as your pastor.
It has reminded me that the church, at its best, is
a family. We are not called to be a business, not an
organization, not even an institution-- we are called to

be the one body of Christ, united in
baptism and gathered by the Holy
Spirit into one family.
My prayer is that as my family
continues to serve alongside the
Grace Lutheran Church family,
we can learn from each other what
it looks like to live out our faith
not only in worship or church
programs, but in the relationships
we navigate with family and
friends.
So thank you, my church family,
for the prayers you lifted up
during our pregnancy and labor,
for the willingness to support our
bonding as a family once Alice
was born, for your excitement
over welcoming Alice into our
worshipping community, and for
your encouragement and love as we set down these
roots during this new stage in our life. You have truly
shown us that even when we are far from our parents,
we are still surrounded by family.
I remain your fellow servant in Christ,
Pastor Courtney
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Pastoral Acts
In addition to the regular monthly
visitation of homebound members
and other additional requested visits
with members of the Grace Lutheran
family, Pastor Courtney enjoyed a
variety of Synod related events and
learning opportunities this month. She is also enjoying
continuing to work through a certificate course on
“Faith Formation in the 21st Century” as well as
working with Pastor Ben on a variety of joint faith
formation events for Grace and Zion.
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The 2019 term of Church Council began by welcoming
back Pastor Courtney after a two-month absence and
new Council members: Sharon Hont, Joe Turek, Scott
Hildebrand, and Suzanne Yendall. Pastor mentioned
a concern about pastoral visitations. She asked us to
encourage church members to communicate to her
directly regarding visitations.

Please remember to let Pastor Courtney know
(directly or through the office) if you would like a visit,
if you or a family member are hospitalized, or if you
have need for pastoral care and conversation!

Outgoing Treasurer Teresa Goodling gave a report
from the Finance Committee. Online giving has been
expanded to essentially include every church fund
you can currently contribute to. Our Christmas Eve
offering was $1700. Council voted to give this offering
to two of our outreach missions – splitting between
the Konde Fund and the Murphy Family Fund. The
church received a generous donation in honor of
Anna Wagner and in memory of the Cheslin Wagner
deceased family members. The donor was married
in this church and left the area many years ago. We
are greatful for this gift and appreciate this generous
donation. In addition, the donor requested that we
use the funds for existing and new outreach programs.
Also, Finance asked Council to authorize the transition
process from our current “temporary” external
accounting to a permanent arrangement.

FOOD PANTRY
FLOURISHES!
Things are looking good for Grace Food Pantry.
During the Christmas holiday, we received some
monetary donations that helped to build the budget
back up after our expenses for the Christmas
distribution. We also received canned goods and dry
goods from the Senior High School, Drayer Physical
Therapy, Anytime Fitness, St Luke’s Church, The
Elks Club, and the Boy Scout Troop from St. John’s
UCC Church. These were in addition to the regular
donations from Emanuel Church in Freysville.
As you have heard constantly during the government
shut-down, people are going to need food just to
survive the crisis. We have noticed a slight increase
in emergency requests but expect that the need will
increase over the months ahead. Thankfully, we are
currently able to handle these emergencies as well as
continue to build the resources we will need for the
Easter distribution. All of your monetary donations,
your knick-knack goodies, your bedding, your clothing
and toys go a very long way to keeping this out-reach
ministry alive and healthy. Your health care items are
especially appreciated because those items are never
included in a food drive and are not part of the items
we receive from the Central Pennsylvania Food Bank
or the York County
Food Bank. We will be
packing boxes on March
2 and 9 beginning at 8:30
a.m. and your donation
of time and muscles is
greatly needed. Please
keep the clients and
the volunteers in your
prayers as we continue
to serve our community.

Joe Turek reported a recent successful TOGs lock-in
and would like to have monthly get-togethers going
forward for our youth. There were no other committee
reports.
The Boy Scout library box project is complete. Pastor
Courtney would like to have a between services
reception to recognize the young man for his project.

2019 Council Officers
President
Joe Turek
Vice President
Dylan Rexroth
Treasurer
Scott Hildebrand
Secretary
Priscilla Turek
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Strangers in Kenya

Stewardship of our loving
relationships

Ryan and Heather Murphy teach
and serve at Rift Valley Academy
(RVA) in Kenya, East Africa. Since
2005, they have taught English
(Ryan) and History (Heather),
served as department chairs,
coached basketball, led worship
teams, and discipled numerous
students. Together with their three
children Micah, Asher, and Claire,
they enjoy serving the Lord in
Africa.
RVA is a school for MKs
(missionary kids) whose parents
serve throughout the continent
of Africa. With over 100 years of
rich history, RVA has played an
instrumental role in the lives of
countless MKs. The current student
body of nearly 500 includes more than 20 different
nationalities. The families these students represent
serve with 80 mission organizations in over 20 African
countries. For the past three years, I've been honored
to be able to preach to the RVA community (500
students+150 adults) three times a year. Yesterday, I
started the new year with an introduction to the book of
Psalms and a look at "The Song of the Forgiven: Psalm
51." Although David might seem pretty low because of
his great guilt (adultery, murder, deceit), this song is
actually his plea for and proclamation of God's faithful
and forgiving love that lifts our heads and hearts to
new levels of joy and gratitude!

Jesus said, “You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.” –
Mark 12:31b
Jesus said, “Love your
enemies and pray for those
who persecute you.” -Matthew 5:43b

Red hearts, roses and
chocolates are everywhere,
so it must be February –
the month of love! There’s certainly nothing wrong
with celebrating romance between you and a special
someone, or love among family members, or best
friends who are always there for one another. But our
inner-circle folks represent only a sliver of the people
Jesus calls us to love. And let’s face it: they’re the easy
ones to love. Jesus calls us to a higher plane of love; to
love everyone. This means not just the people about
whom we are ambivalent, but our actual enemies
and those who persecute us. Such love is a tall order,
especially today, when hatred and demonization is
rampant. Our political, media and social cultures
encourage us to demean everybody with whom we
disagree or who is different from us. Though it may
be impossible to reach Jesus’ ideal, as stewards and
disciples of Jesus, we can do better.
•Turn from hate. It may be too much to love our
enemies, but we can start by turning from hatred.
When negative feelings arise, refuse to marinate in
them. Pray for guidance and strength.

To see Ryan’s sermon, follow this link: http://
strangersinkenya.blogspot.com/2019/01/the-song-offorgiven-rva-sermon-january.html

•Remember that loving your enemy doesn’t mean
approving of who they are, what they do, or letting
them escape responsibility for their actions. It also
does not mean you cannot protect yourself or others
from harm.

Support the Murphy’s Mission
If you would like to support Ryan and Heather in
their mission, you can send a financial contribution to:
Africa Inland Mission, P.O. Box 3611, Peachtree City,
GA 30269-7611. Please write ‘Ryan/Heather Murphy’
on the memo line.

•Imagine them as a broken, imperfect child of God
(just like you!), who needs God’s love and mercy.
•Pray for them. Ask God to lead them, guide them,
fill their lives with healing. Ask God to give them the
kind of loving heart that you are hoping to develop in
yourself.
If you do these things consistently, with God’s help
you will have transformed your heart, your life and
our world.

Want to Receive The Beacon
Electronically?

--Rob Blezard Copyright © 2019, Rev. Robert
Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Pastor Blezard
serves as an assistant to the bishop of the Lower
Susquehanna Synod and works as content editor for
www.stewardshipoflife.org.

It’s Easy!

Just email your address to the publisher:
swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.

We’ll take care of the rest.
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Book Club

The Book Club had to
reschedule our January
meeting due to weather
and we are hopeful that we
will move to our February
next book, Go Set a
Watchman by Harper Lee.
Goodreads.com has this to say about the book:
From Harper Lee comes a landmark new novel set
two decades after her beloved Pulitzer Prize-winning
masterpiece, To Kill a Mockingbird, set in Maycomb,
Alabama. Twenty-six-year-old Jean Louise Finch-"Scout"--returns home from New York City to visit
her aging father, Atticus. Set against the backdrop of
the civil rights tensions and political turmoil that were
transforming the South, Jean Louise's homecoming
turns bittersweet when she learns disturbing truths
about her close-knit family, the town and the people
dearest to her. Memories from her childhood flood
back, and her values and assumptions are thrown into
doubt.
Featuring many of the iconic characters from To Kill a
Mockingbird, Go Set a Watchman perfectly captures a
young woman, and a world, in a painful yet necessary
transition out of the illusions of the past--a journey
that can be guided only by one's conscience. Written
in the mid-1950s, Go Set a Watchman imparts a fuller,
richer understanding and appreciation of Harper Lee.
Here is an unforgettable novel of wisdom, humanity,
passion, humor and effortless precision--a profoundly
affecting work of art that is both wonderfully evocative
of another era and relevant to our own times. It not
only confirms the enduring brilliance of To Kill a
Mockingbird, but also serves as its
essential companion, adding depth,
context and new meaning to an
American classic.

Submitted by Erma Grim

If you would like to join us, we
meet every third Thursday of the
month at 6:30 p.m. in the Welcome
Center. We have access to free
copies of each book. Contact Geri
Jacobs or Jennifer Rudolf for a copy
of the book of the month.

What’s In the Display case?
Celebrating Presidents’ Day

At one time during the month of
February people celebrated Lincoln and
Washington's birthdays separately. In
the last few years their birthdays had
been combined so that we celebrate
Presidents’ Day. This year we celebrate
our Presidents Birthdays in our showcase.
You will find unusual pictures of several
Presidents, along with their wives, as
well as interesting stories.
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A Milestone
Anniversary

what is a pastor?

Grace Lutheran will turn 125 soon!

Is she the preacher? Preparing a Biblically relevant
sermons every week.

It’s time to start planning! Anyone interested in
joining Grace’s 125 years of Ministry Planning Team
please see Pastor Courtney.

Is she a psychologist? Counseling members and
sometimes non-members concerning their problems
Is she a psychic? Able to predict what will happen to
Grace over the coming years

~A Letter To The Congregation from the Lower
Susquehanna Synod Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America
The Rev. James S. Dunlop Bishop
jdunlop@lss-elca.org January 9, 2019
Wednesday after Epiphany of Our Lord

Is she a program planner? Currently planning the for
Lenten season, the Easter celebration, Alice’s baptism,
Pentecost, confirmation and our 125th anniversary
celebration. Oops! Forgot Bible School

Dear Partners in Christ,
During the year 2019, Grace Lutheran Church, Red
Lion, will be celebrating its 125th anniversary. What
a wonderful milestone this is in your life together
as a congregation. I and all partners in Christ in our
Lower Susquehanna Synod join with you in joy and
celebration as we together give thanks to God for the
rich heritage and sure promise that God has given to
you as a family of faith.

Is she a publisher? Developing the weekly bulletin,
proof reading and correcting every page
Is she a public relations person? Meeting and
greeting visitors, attending monthly meetings with
other pastors in Red Lion , monthly meetings with
other Lutheran ministers of the Synod
Is she a professional? Making sure that things are
“done by the book”, that privacy is the main concern
for our members

This significant anniversary provides you an
opportunity to reflect on your long history and to
give thanks to God for the many faithful believers,
both lay leaders and clergy, whom God used to build
up this congregation, who, fed and strengthened
by God's Word and Holy Sacraments, witnessed
and served God and God's people and who laid the
foundation on which this congregation was built and
was sustained through these many years. It provides
you an opportunity to remember and celebrate the
important public events and happenings that shaped
this congregation into the body of Christ that it is
today and also the more personal events, like baptisms,
confirmations, marriages, and funerals, through which
God has formed the lives of individual believers.

Is she a parish visitor? Visiting all 15 shut-ins at least
once a month which includes administering home
communion
Is she a pardoner? Offering God’s forgiveness to
members during services
Is she a partner? Working side by side with the
congregation to ensure that Grace flourishes and
continues to support our out-reach ministries
Is she a pilot? Helping us to navigate through calm
and rough waters

Such a significant anniversary also provides an
opportunity for your congregation to look to the
future and to see where God may be leading you.
Remembrance of the past blessings that God has
provided and an awareness of your reliance on God's
grace and goodness for your very presence and
purpose lead to renewal and new life. They lead to
new understandings and redefinition of the mission to
which God is calling you and to an outward refocusing
on your community and the people that God is calling
you to serve with the good news of the Gospel.

Is she a packer? Yes, but not an un-packer!!!
Is she all of these things? Yes, Yes, Yes. So if she
seems distracted or harried when you see her, please
be understanding. Being a multi-talker is an overwhelming and exhausting job but handing ten tasks
at once…………
Let’s all consider ways that we can help.
Submitted by an anonymous parishioner

It is my prayer for you that this anniversary year will
be a time of joyous thanksgiving and a time for renewal
and growth for your entire congregation.
Happy anniversary.
Yours in Christ,James S. Dunlop, Bishop
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t.O.g.s News

On Sunday, February 3 from 6
– 10:00 p.m. Pastor Courtney and
Pastor Ben will host a “Superb Owl
Party.” Please bring an appetizer,
snack or dessert to share and
dress up as your most Superb
Owl! Burgers, hot dogs and drinks
provided. We will also be having a Super Bowl vs.
Puppy Bowl contest. Bring either cans of soup or cans
of cat/dog food to vote for which Bowl you want to
win! Soup will go to the Grace Lutheran Food Pantry,
and animal food will go to the York ASPCA!

February Celebrations

Happy Birthday

01 – Kailyn Bennett
02 – Audrey Mae
Johnston
03 – Maggie Holroyd
04 – Stephen Germick
04 – Beth Kollosch
05 – Kelsey Shaffer
07 – Vickie Grove
08 – Abby Kuhn
09 – Jeremy Heiss
10 – Pat Gohn
10 – Charles Murphy
11 - Georgia Einsig
12 - Oliver Hanzlik
13 – Camden Manahan
14 – Cohen Manahan
14 – Madison Shaffer
14 – Barbara Slavinski

On Sunday, February 17 from 12:30 – 3:00 p.m. we
will have a “lunch and games” event in the social hall.
RSVP if you plan to attend to either Pastor Courtney or
Sharon Hont, so we can be sure to have enough food!

Lutheran Camping

WINTER FUN DAY at
KirchenwaldSunday,
February 10, 1-6:00 p.m.
Bring your family or youth
group and enjoy an afternoon
on Kirchenwald's awardwinning toboggan run, iceskating on the lake, or drinking hot chocolate in the
lodge.

15 – Madison Webster
16 – Alana Haag
17 – Ferne Arnold
17 – Olivia Kicas
18 – Marie Martin
18 – Elaina Rudolf
19 - Olivia Benner
19 – Tina Miller
19 - Deborah Sipe
21 – Barbara Hartman
22 – Robin Bennett
24 – Donald Anderson
25 – Wesley Mummert
25 – Natalie Rudolf
25 - Mark Turek
26 – Patsy Mummert
27 - Benjamin Kuhn

Wedding Anniversaries

Free will offering accepted. Please RSVP by calling
717-677-8211.
Visit https://www.lutherancamping.
org/events/wfd.php for more information.

Each month, The Beacon reports who is
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.

06 - Leif & Peggy Ericson
15 - Wesley & Malissa Smith
18 - John & Sandra Fishel
25 - Thomas & Barbara Taute
27 - Carolyn & Michael Noll

February’s flowers are sponsored by:
03 – In loving memory of Ian McCleary
by the family
17 – In memory of David Grim, husband
and father, by Erma Grim and family
24 – In memory of Peggy Keener by the
Keener Family
March’s flowers are sponsored by:
03 – In memory of Mary E. Rhine and Mr.
and Mrs. C. Richard Rhine
06 – Ash Wednesday
10 – In honor of our children Ryan, Emily
and their spouses, and our grandchildren
by the Strobeck family.
17 – In memory of the beloved deceased
family members by Barb Slavinski
24 – In memory of Primrose McCallum
and in memory of Mark Lloyd
31 – Grace Lutheran

The Beacon is brought to you by:
Chris Jacobs, Editor/Staff Writer
Jennifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer
Ottilie Grim, Copy Proofreader
Richard Rhine, Proofreader
Dee Kerr, Proofreader
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10:45 am: Worship Service Traditional

24
9:00 am: Spirit Cellar Contemporary Worship

10:45 am: Worship Service Traditional

17
9:00 am: Spirit Cellar Contemporary Worship

10:45 am: Worship Service Traditional

10
9:00 am: Spirit Cellar Contemporary Worship

10:45 am: Worship Service Traditional

3
9:00 am: Spirit Cellar Contemporary Worship

SUNDAY

25

18
Office Closed

11

4

MONDAY

26

19

12

5

TUESDAY

7

THURSDAY

8

1

27
7:00 pm: Choir Practice
8:00 pm: Bell Practice

20
Beacon (Newsletter) ~ Due
Date for next month's issue
7:00 pm: Choir Practice
8:00 pm: Bell Practice

28

6:30 pm: Men's Faith
Huddle at Mexitaly (with
Zion Lutheran)

21
6:30 pm: Book Club

22

13
14
15
7:00 pm: Finance Committee
7:00 pm: Choir Practice
6:30 pm: Church Council
8:00 pm: Bell Practice
meeting

6
7:00 pm: Choir Practice
8:00 pm: Bell Practice

WEDNESDAY

February
FRIDAY

23

Social hall rental

16

9

2

SATURDAY

