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Give a smile,
Get one back,
Give a hug
And see the smile...
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By Barbara Myers

It’s Happening at Grace
Lutheran!

Hearing Voices:
God Speaks to a Search Committee

You’ve heard it more than once.
God comes to us at the most
unexpected times. What I didn’t
know is that God sometimes
comes with such force that it
touches everyone in a room.
In my case, the “room” was a
Christian education classroom,
the “everyone” was members
of a search committee, and the
“unexpected time” was the second
interview of a prospective pastor
-a female pastor.
This committee has been meeting for over a year
and we thought we were clear on what type of pastor
we wanted to call. HE needed to have experience, be
young and full of energy, love working with youth,
be a superior preacher and counselor, and name
evangelism as a priority.
We read profile after profile. We spent hours
scrutinizing every line on the profile pages. We even
visualized how that pastor would fit into our settled,
comfortable congregation.
We met with the district executive, who talked
about a wonderful candidate that would be a good fit
with our congregation. He even suggested that our
congregation was one of the few in our district that
would be open to a female pastor.
Still, we weren’t convinced, but we agreed to do a
‘courtesy interview’. The interview did not go well.
We asked superficial questions, we were not extremely
honest, and the pastor sensed our reluctance. After
exchanging pleasantries, we dismissed the candidate
and wished her well.
Almost a year passed. We interviewed several other
pastors – all men. One was even young and loved
working with youth. We thought he was “the one.”
He turned us down.
Throughout the year as we struggled to find the
“right” pastor, God was speaking softly in the
background, not pushing but nudging us to rethink
our pastoral wish list.

Memories began to kick in,
and we talked more and more
about our first candidate’s gifts
for ministry. Almost a year into
the process God’s voice became
loud enough that members of the
committee felt the strong urge to
re-interview the female pastor.
The night of the second
interview
arrived
cloudless,
starry, and brightly lit by a full
moon – foreshadowing of things
to come.
We had asked the pastor to prepare devotions to open
our interview time together. She began with these
words from the hymnal. “What is the place where we
are meeting? Only a house, the earth its floor, walls
and a roof sheltering people, windows for light an
open door. Yet it becomes a body that lives when we
are gathered here and we know our God is near.”
There it was again – God’s voice – this time a little
louder and spoken to each of use in the room could
hear.
God’s voice continued. One by one members of the
search committee shared their concerns.
•
Was she a feminist? God’s voice assured
the questioner that being a female pastor did not
(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1)
necessarily mean being a loud female pastor.
•
Were she and her spouse willing to relocate
and move into the parsonage? God’s voice answered
in the affirmative.
•
Was she prepared to do evangelism? God’s
voice suggested that evangelism was every member’s
call.
•
Was she open to having members with
alternative lifestyles?
God’s voice assured the
interviewer that mere tolerance was unacceptable and
that acceptance and hospitality went hand-in-hand.

News

Bullets from the Church Council
Meeting
by Scott Hildebrand

· There will be a Congregational meeting on August
1 at 10:00 a.m. to approve a $29,000 bid (from Bernard
Anthony) to demolish the block building. This is
necessary as it is unsafe and unsound.

The questions continued for more than an hour, and
never once did God stop speaking.
We heard God’s voice when the pastor shared her
struggles as the parent of a child in turmoil. We saw
God’s presence in a committee member’s tears as she
sensed solidarity, oneness, and acceptance. We felt
God’s hand on our shoulders as he massaged our
tensions of uncertainly away. We felt God’s presence
as a handshake turned into an embrace.

· The new fridge and freezer for the kitchen were
delivered on July 8.
· 2022 budget items are now needed for consideration.
Committees should begin preparing their thoughts
and ideas.

The Music and Worship
Committee Meeting will
be meeting on August 4
at 6:00 p.m.

We experienced a joy and a piece we had not felt
in a year. God’s voice was so loud that there was no
denying what we were being called to do.
We were being called to open our ears to God’s voice,
to open our eyes to the gifts that were in front of us,
and to open our hearts to this pastor who was-and still
is- a food fit for our congregation.

What’s in the Display Case?

Should you engage in this process, I invite you to use
our search committee’s experience as a tool:
•
•
•
•

Showcase News!
Graduation photos may be picked up
at our Showcase August 1, before or after
our Congregational meeting. If you are
not able to pick them up, they will be in
the church office when our secretary is in.

Be honest about the real issues
Be available to new ideas
Be receptive to the concerns of others
Be brave enough to take a leap of faith

And most of all, allow God’s voice to be heard, and
maybe – just maybe- God won’t have to shout so loud.

Our next showcase will be the story of
Noah's Ark.

Church
Family News

July 15 - Elizabeth A.
(Newport)
Walker,
73,
passed away peacefully at
home on July 15. She was
the loving wife of Glenn E.
Walker, to whom she was
married to for 32 years. A
Celebration of Life Service will be held at a later date
at the convenience of the family.

CONFIRMATION CLASS IS
FORMING
If you have a child in 7th or 8th
grade, and are interested in beginning
or continuing confirmation, please
contact the church office with their
name, grade and contact information.
We’d like to have our class information
formed by August 1.

Pastoral Acts
Pastor Dan made five hospital visits and
one home visit.
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Book Club

WE WELCOME OUR NEW INTERIM
PASTOR

This month’s book is The
Book of Longings by Sue
Monk Kidd. Goodreads.
com has this to say about
the book:

Welcome, Welcome
Rev. Dr. Daniel M.
Yeiser!
We are so
happy to have you
here at Grace, and
look forward to your
spiritual
leadership,
presence, and guiding
light. Thank you for
being here with us, and your ministry!

Raised in a wealthy family
in Sepphoris with ties to
the ruler of Galilee, Ana is rebellious and ambitious,
a relentless seeker with a brilliant, curious mind and
a daring spirit. She yearns for a pursuit worthy of her
life, but finds no outlet for her considerable talents.
Defying the expectations placed on women, she
engages in furtive scholarly pursuits and writes secret
narratives about neglected and silenced women. When
she meets the eighteen-year-old Jesus, each is drawn to
and enriched by the other’s spiritual and philosophical
ideas. He becomes a floodgate for her intellect, but also
the awakener of her heart.

Pastor Dan has served in various churches in West
Virginia, Maryland, and western Pennsylvania. Most
recently, he served in Hanover for 14 years at St.
Matthew’s. His most recent call was as an intentional
interim pastor for three years at Redeemer Lutheran
church in Lancaster. He feels called to help churches
undergoing transitions and looks forward to working
with us.

Their marriage unfolds with love and conflict, humor
and pathos in Nazareth, where Ana makes a home with
Jesus, his brothers, James and Simon, and their mother,
Mary. Here, Ana’s pent-up longings intensify amid the
turbulent resistance to the Roman occupation of Israel,
partially led by her charismatic adopted brother,
Judas. She is sustained by her indomitable aunt Yaltha,
who is searching for her long-lost daughter, as well as
by other women, including her friend Tabitha, who is
sold into slavery after she was raped, and Phasaelis,
the shrewd wife of Herod Antipas. Ana’s impetuous
streak occasionally invites danger. When one such
foray forces her to flee Nazareth for her safety shortly
before Jesus’s public ministry begins, she makes her
way with Yaltha to Alexandria, where she eventually
finds refuge and purpose in unexpected surroundings.

Pastor Dan has also served as an adjunct professor,
conference dean, and church-wide assembly delegate
among other roles. He has been married for 35 years
and he and his wife Christy have three adult children
and two grandchildren.

The Food Pantry will
do the August packing in
small groups once again
to ensure safety. If you
are interested in helping,
please contact one of the
committee members: Leif
Ericson, Keith McCleary,
Chris Golden, Peggy Gardner or Dave Dennish to
arrange a time with your small group.

Grounded in meticulous historical research and
written with a reverential approach to Jesus’s life
that focuses on his humanity, The Book of Longings
is an inspiring account of one woman’s bold struggle
to realize the passion and potential inside her, while
living in a time, place, and culture
devised to silence her.

erma’s inspirations
Light gave birth to the existence.
Existence gave birth to reality.
Reality gave birth to eternity.
Eternity gave birth to time.
Time gave birth to life.
The past gave birth to the future.
The future gave birth to the present.

We meet every third Thursday at
6:30 p.m. in the Welcome Center.
We have a relationship with the
York County Library to borrow
books thanks to Geri Jacobs. If
you are interested in joining us,
contact Geri or Jen Rudolf.

God gave birth to the universe.
The universe gave birth to the cosmos.
The cosmos gave birth to the world.
The world gave birth to nature.
Nature gave birth to life.
Life gave birth to mankind.
Mankind gave birth to humanity.
-Matshona Dhliwayo

Want to Receive The Beacon
Electronically?

It’s Easy!

Just email your address to the publisher:
swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.

We’ll take care of the rest.
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GRADUATES

Future Plans: Attending Temple University to study
Public Health

We celebrated the graduates
of our congregation on
Graduate Recognition Sunday
July 25. We are so proud of our
scholars who achieved these
degrees.

Dylan J. Rexroth
Parents: Dan and Kristi Rexroth
School: Dallastown High School
Graduated: June, 2020
Currently: Attending George Washington University

COLLEGE AND
UNIVERSITY GRADUATES FROM 2019-2021:
Kristen Barnes
Spouse: Rev. Wicky Barnes II
School: Lutheran Seminary (Gettysburg Campus)
Graduated: 2021
Currently: Employed at Holy Spirit Hospital, Camp Hill

Kelsey Shaffer
Parents: Kevin and Kendra Shaffer
School: Red Lion High School
Graduated: June, 2021
Future Plans: Attending York College to major in Art
Ally Warntz
Parents: Andrew and Deb Warntz
Grandparents: Jack and Ellen Warntz & Ray and Jeanne
McWilliams
School: Red Lion High School
Graduated: June, 2021
Future Plans: Attending Wilkes University to major in
Pharmacy

Jaclyn Golden
Parents: Doris & Chris Golden
School: Temple University
Graduated: December, 2020
Major: B.A. in Political Science and a minor in Global
Studies
Currently: Employed as a legislative aide for a
Philadelphia councilman and working on
her master’s degree

Quay S. Barr-Yendall, III
Parents: Suzane O. Yendall and Nance A. Barr
School: Red Lion High School
Graduated: June, 2021
Currently: Working at Longhorn Steakhouse in East York
and Army Reserve

Amy Hartman
Parents: Barbara and the late Glenn Hartman:
School: Independence University
Graduated: August, 2019
Major: Accounting and Business Management
Currently: Employed at Bell Socialization – Government
Department

Graduates,
Your church family at Grace Lutheran celebrates these
great academic achievements and your accomplishments!
May God continue to bless your future with his love.

Hunter Jones
Parents: Greg Gromicko and the late Thalia Jones
School: Pennsylvania State University
Graduated: May, 2021
Major: B.S. in Biorenewable Systems and a minor in OffRoad Equipment
Future Plans: Take some business classes in the fall.

How to submit to
the Newsletter

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter. The
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize
an event you are planning in the church, tell people
about something you or your family are doing,
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities
are endless! The vision for the newsletter is to
communicate between members in a clear and
interesting format. If you would like to submit to the
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

Hailey Shaffer
Parents: Shawn Shaffer and Megan Wire
School: York Vo-Tech
Major: Received LPN
Graduated: June, 2021
Future Plans: Going to work in pediatrics and pursue RN
Jena Shingler
Guardian: Bill Shingler
School: West Chester University
Graduated: May 15, 2021
Major: B.S. in Social Work
Future Plans: Furthering her education with a Masters in
Social Work

*If you are comfortable with computers, you
may email Chris Jacobs at: kndsis1@yahoo.com.
Please make sure your document is either a .doc
or .pdf file. If you are including digital artwork,
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.
*If you prefer paper, just drop off your
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’
outside the office door. The mailboxes are
located on a table across the hall.

Page Shingler
Guardian: Bill Shingler
School: Virginia Commonwealth University
Graduated: May 15, 2021
Major: Bachelors of Science in Health Science with a PreDental Concentration
Future Plans: Applying to dental school to become a
general dentist
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES FROM 2020 – 2021:
Adam Collin Golden
Parents: Kurt and Tammy Golden
School: Dallastown High School
Graduated: May, 2020

Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s
newsletter. If you have pictures or graphics that
complement your submission, include them
along with directions or suggestions on their use.
Please include your contact information in every
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify
or fact-check. If you are interested in a monthly
submission or article, we welcome that as well.
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Lutheran Camping

August Celebrations

Our Lutheran camps have
some events in August. See the
website:
Lutherancamping.
org for more details or call
717-677-8211.
SEEDS (SUMMER ECOEDUCATION DAYS) - August
7 from 9-10:30 a.m. at the Whittle Farm. Join Pastor
Matt and Cherie Lenahan for a morning of education,
with special guests, to learn about the farming practices
at The Wittel Farm and how they support a healthier
ecosystem, climate, and community.

01 - Kevin Grim
03 - Cindy Golden
05 - Isaac Phillips-Cary
07 - John Fishel
08 - Kaitlyn Germick
08 - Sara Stauffer
12 - Dawn Coeyman
16 - Ronald Golden
20 - Kristine Eveler
22 - Chase Traina
25 - Denise Kerr
27 - Deborah Warntz
29 - C. Richard Rhine
29 - Emily Shoffner
30 - Jud Stauffer

KIRCHENWALD AND NAWAKWA CAMP-KTION (FAMILY CAMP) – August 8-14 at each camp.
Camps Nawakwa and Kirchenwald proudly presents
the family vacation everyone can enjoy! Celebrate your
family (whatever its form – grandparents, children,
niece, second cousin twice removed…) in this unique
camp experience.
CAMPFIRE WORSHIP – August 15 from 8-9:00 a.m.
at the Whittle Farm. Come to the farm for summer
Campfire worship nights. Songs, stories, s’mores. 8:009:00 p.m.

Wedding Anniversaries

Each month, The Beacon reports who is
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.

04 - Robert & Joyce Arnold
08 - Cora Sue & Lynn Herbst
11 - Kelby & Alisha Mundis
12 - William & Carol Coeyman
15 - Andrew & Deborah Warntz
20 - Robert & Alana Haag
24 - Bradley & Wendy Mummert
27 - Dennis & Connie Walters
27 - Jack & Ellen Warntz
30 - Darla Ray & Greg Hodson

August’s flowers:
05 - In memory of Mr. Jay C. Rhine by Dick
& Jean Rhine & family
12 - In memory of Albert & Blanche Arnold,
George & Rosette Barshinger & Edward
Arnold by Fern & family
19 – In memory of Noah & Ethelda Smith by
their children & grandchildren
26 – In memory of Peggy & in honor of Jay
Keener by their children

September’s flowers:
01 – In Memory of John Collins Schoomaker
& Mr & Mrs M.J. Schoomaker, & Mr & Mrs
Albert Krout by Barb & Gary Krout
08 – To the glory of God by Jack & Doris
Jones
15 – In memory of Primrose (Collins)
McCallum, Carl McCallum Sr., & Fredrick
G. Collins by George McCallum (we think of
George as well)
22 – In memory of Palmer Grim by Jean &
family
29 – The Glory of God

The Beacon is brought to you by:
Chris Jacobs, Editor/Staff Writer
Jennifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer
Ottilie Grim, Copy Proofreader
Richard Rhine, Proofreader
Dee Kerr, Proofreader
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24

31

23

30

17

22
9 am Contemporary
Service
10 AM Parish Ed
Meeting
10:45 Traditional
Service
29
9 am Contemporary
Service
10:45 Traditional
Service

Notes

TUESDAY

10
7 pm Finance
Meeting

16

9

8
9am Contemporary
Service
10:45 Traditional
Service

3

15
am Contemporary
Service
10:45am Traditional
Service

MONDAY
2
6 pm Food
Pantry Meeting

SUNDAY
1
9am Contemporary
Service
10:45 Traditional
Service

25

18

11

WEDNESDAY
4
7 pm Music and Worship

26
6:30pm Mug Club

19
6:30pm Book Club

12
6:30pm Council
Meeting

THURSDAY
5
Graceful Women
Picnic @ Nancy
Golden’s

August

27

20

13

6

FRIDAY

28

21

14

7

SATURDAY

