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It’s Happening at Grace
Lutheran!

From the Pastor’s Desk: Becoming Flesh

While Pastor Courtney enjoys time with family, she
recommends this article from Lutheran Living by Joy
A. Schroeder. If you would like to check out Lutheran
Living, the magazine for the ECLA, here is a link:
https://www.livinglutheran.org/2017/12/27495/

On Dec. 25, Western Christians celebrate the birth
of Jesus. Christmas is a festival of the incarnation, a
theological word that means “becoming flesh.” John
1:14 proclaims: “The Word became flesh and lived
among us.”
The mystery of the incarnation is that God the Son,
who together with the Father and the Spirit has existed
eternally, became truly human. In the Nicene Creed,
we profess that Jesus Christ is “God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made.” Jesus wasn’t simply a prophet, a good man or
wise teacher. He is God the Son, who descended deep
into flesh, deep into the darkness of Mary’s womb,
into the mystery of blood and flesh and human life.
The angel told Joseph that Mary’s son would be called
“Emmanuel,” which means “God is with us” (Matthew
1:23).
In the Gospel of Luke, the angel Gabriel appeared
to Mary, telling her she would have a son, conceived
differently from how children are normally conceived.
The Spirit, the power of the Most High, would cause
this to happen (Luke 1:35). While the Gospel doesn’t
provide further details, the church has sometimes
envisioned the incarnation as the Spirit (often painted
as a dove) descending and hovering over the Virgin
Mary, causing God the Son to take on flesh and become
human. We might also find parallels with Genesis,
where the Spirit hovered over the waters of creation
(Genesis 1:1-2).
Hymns, artwork and folk customs influence and
enhance our celebration of Christmas. At their best,

they invite us to envision ourselves as part of the story,
affirming that the Christ child was born for us.
At their worst, they can perpetuate pious stereotypes
of Jesus as an ideally behaved baby who didn’t embody
the full human characteristics of newborn infants:
“But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes” (“Away in
a Manger”). Manger scenes often include a cow and
donkey in the stable with Mary, Joseph and the baby.
Luke 2:7 says baby Jesus was placed in a manger (a
feeding trough). Luke’s Christmas story mentions no
animals, though they could have been present. The
idea of a donkey and cow near the manger comes from
Isaiah 1:3: “The ox knows its owner and the donkey its
master’s crib.” This tradition expresses the profound
idea that creation recognizes its Creator, now present
as an infant child.
We sometimes hear people assert that the date for
Christmas came from a “pagan” (pre-Christian) sun
festival associated with the winter solstice (December
21 or 22), the time of year when the Northern
Hemisphere experiences the longest night. Christians
may have adopted and adapted some of the customs
associated with this already popular festival, as
increasing numbers of solstice-celebrators converted
to Christianity. However, it’s also likely that the date
for Christmas was chosen to correlate with the date of
Jesus’ crucifixion.
Many fourth-century Christians believed that March
25 was the date of Jesus’ crucifixion. (Since the exact
year of his crucifixion, probably between A.D. 29 and
33, is uncertain, we don’t know the actual date of his
(continued on page 2)
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(Pastor’s letter continued from page 1)
death.) Ancient Christians believed it was fitting that
Christ would die on the anniversary or “birthday”
of his incarnation. With March 25 as the Feast of the
Annunciation, commemorating the angel Gabriel’s
appearance to Mary and the announcement that God
had chosen her as the mother of Jesus (Luke 1:26-38),
Christians then counted forward exactly nine months,
concluding that December 25 was the date of Jesus’
birth.
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Happy New Year!
Like most church committees,
Council did not meet in the month of D e c e m b e r .
As we begin 2018 we are happy to announce the new
incoming council members. Welcome to Brian Shafer,
Jayne LeGore, Megan Martinez, and Tina Miller. We
are very thankful to have them serve and hope that
they find the experience to be positive and rewarding.

Thus, the joyous mystery of the incarnation is
coupled with a mystery more somber: that Jesus, this
God-become-flesh, would feel pain and bear suffering
in his body. He would be broken, as so many humans
are broken, by violence, hatred, mockery, betrayal
and abandonment. The joyful mystery of Jesus’
birth is closely paired with the sorrowful mystery of
crucifixion.

A Letter From The Outgoing Council President
Sharon Hont:
I hope all had a wonderful Christmas season. As
we begin 2018 I will say goodbye to the congregation
as the Council President. I sincerely hope that I was
able to help move us forward into some new areas and
encourage growth for Grace as we enter new ventures.
The thoughts and ideas for service to the congregation
and community have been a blessing to behold. We
have been blessed to have Pastor Courtney join us to
lead in our faith journey. I am sure that her excitement
and positive manners will continue us in a path of
service and joy here at Grace.

The Christmas hymn “What Child is This”
announces: “Nails, spear shall pierce him through.”
We are reminded of Christ’s suffering, crucifixion
and resurrection whenever we celebrate communion
at Christmas services. In fact, the name “Christmas”
comes from “Christ-mass.” On the night before his
crucifixion, Jesus broke bread and told his disciples,
“This is my body, which is given for you” (Luke 22:19).
Christ’s body, born of Mary for us, is now given for us
in the communion meal.

One of the most pressing matters still on the table as
the year closes is that of the Food Bank operation. We
are in need of individuals that are willing to shadow
with Jack and learn his procedures. We are also
interested in finding ways to allow the food bank to
move forward in its operations as well. Jack Warntz
has dedicated a large portion of his life to making this
run like a well-oiled machine. It is time for Jack to get
a break and work toward retiring from this role (at
his request) and we need to fill those shoes with more
volunteers. If you are interested in serving in this area
please contact Jack Warntz, Pastor Courtney, and or
Jocelyn Evans in the church office. There is always
room for positive change and we can only accomplish
that if we as a group step forward to help. I am
confident that the Food Bank is a strong pull to bring
people forward in service. We are waiting for you…

This baby in the manger is the light of the world and
the source of our hope. God the Son, who existed from
eternity, was born among us and lived as one among
us. The candlelight, decorated trees, manger scene and
carols of our Christmas celebrations all invite us to
ponder the mystery of the Word made flesh.

Calling All
Writers

Lenten Devotional

Pastoral Acts
Death
Regan Strausbaugh was commended to
God’s eternal care on Saturday, December
9, 2017 at an 11:00 a.m. memorial service
led by Pastor Courtney. Please join us in
continuing to lift up Regan’s family in prayer.
Marriage
Melisa Dellinger and Terry Brown were joined
together in marriage on Friday, December 15, 2017
at Grace Lutheran Church, with Pastor Courtney
presiding. Thanks be to God!
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As the season of Lent quickly
approaches, we are looking to
compile a Lenten Devotional
made up of daily reflections from members of our Grace
Lutheran community. To continue our commemoration
of the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation,
our theme for this year’s devotional will be “Luther &
the Catechisms,” focusing on the foundational elements
of our faith as described by Luther in his Small and
Large Catechisms. If you would like to sign up for a
day, please talk with Pastor Courtney or Jocelyn, our
new secretary! Each entry need only be 125-150 words,
and has a Bible verse pre-assigned for the day. Keep
a lookout for the devotional which will be ready for
folks to pick up before Ash Wednesday (February 14)!

FOOD PANTRY BLESSINGS

On Monday afternoon, the cleanup for the day
began. Once again, there were not many volunteers to
help repack boxes of clothing, load up the remaining
books and toys, bag up winter clothing for donation
elsewhere and deliver household goods to the Rescue
Mission in Dallastown. If you are available to help
on the afternoon of March 12 to help with clean up,
please mark your calendar so that you can assist the
already tired bodies that worked all afternoon Sunday,
all morning Monday and then into the long afternoon
cleaning up the Sanctuary.

As we gathered on
December 10 to begin
our
sanctuary
setup
things
looked
rather
overwhelming since there
were fewer volunteers than
normal. We anticipated
hours of work when miraculously 20 members of the
high school swim team and their coach arrived to help.
As we began to gather boxes and bags of donations,
suddenly 15 members of the student council members
greeted us with their smiling faces, ready to work. As
we worked side by side with these wonderful young
adults, all of us were filled with joy and compassion.
Even though we had all of those extra workers, it still
took us three hours to complete the setup which added
up to 180 man-hours of work. Needless to say, the
regular congregational volunteers were truly thankful
for all of the additional help that afternoon.

Unfortunately, we did not collect enough beauty
products so that we could give to each family, but
through generous donations of members, we were
able to give toilet paper, tissues and paper towels to
everyone. We are still going to collect body wash,
shampoo, dish detergent and laundry soap in the
hopes that we can provide those products at the Easter
distribution which will occur on March 12. Please
mark your calendar now for the March 11 sanctuary
setup so that you can be available to help with this
awesome outreach ministry of Grace Lutheran Church.
Again, thanks to all who helped because without out
you, your gift of time and money the food pantry and
the "yard sale" ministry would no longer be able to
survive. As each day passes, the need for assistance
for our community neighbors increases and we pray
that we can continue to meet this need.

On Monday, the food distribution began with over
230 families registered for food. The clients were eager
to enter the sanctuary to look for warm coats and
clothing, clean sheets and blankets, needed household
goods, shoes and books, stuffed animals and toys
galore. As one family chose three toys, the mother
remarked that this would be the first Christmas in
three years that her children would actually get toys
for Christmas. That comment made all of the hard
work of setup worthwhile.

Strangers in
Kenya

Want to Receive The Beacon
Electronically?

Support the Murphy’s Mission

It’s Easy!

If you would like to support Ryan and Heather in
their mission, you can send a financial contribution to:
Africa Inland Mission, P.O. Box 3611, Peachtree City,
GA 30269-7611. Please write ‘Ryan/Heather Murphy’
on the memo line.

Just email your address to the publisher:
swimmerjenusa@yahoo.com.

We’ll take care of the rest.
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Book Club

Looking for a way to Serve your
Church family?

Imperial Woman by Pearl
S. Buck is this month's
novel.
Goodreads.com
summarizes the book this
way:
Imperial Woman is the
fictionalized biography of the last Empress in China,
Ci-xi, who began as a concubine of the Xian Feng
Emperor and on his death became the de facto head
of the Qing Dynasty until her death in 1908.Buck
recreates the life of one of the most intriguing rulers
during a time of intense turbulence. Tzu Hsi was born
into one of the lowly ranks of the Imperial dynasty.
According to custom, she moved to the Forbidden City
at the age of seventeen to become one of hundreds of
concubines. But her singular beauty and powers of
manipulation quickly moved her into the position of
Second Consort. Tzu Hsi was
feared and hated by many in
the court, but adored by the
people. The Empress's rise
to power (even during her
husband's life) parallels the
story of China's transition from
the ancient to the modern way.
Please join us on the third
Thursday of the month at 6:30
p.m. If you would like to join
us, talk to Jen Rudolf or Geri
Jacobs to get a copy.

Then Mark your calendars for
Saturday, January 27 at 10:30 a.m.
Pastor Courtney will be having an
Assisting Minister Training
Flower sponsorships

We have some open dates in 2018 for flowers to be
placed on the altar. The price averages $50 to sponsor
flowers, depending on the arrangement.
Please
contact Karen Turner at
717-244-7002 if you would
like to claim any of the
following dates: March 18,
April 30, July 29, November
11, December 2, December
9, and December 23. There
are also opportunities to
sponsor pedestal flowers to
memorialize a loved one.

guest preacher on January 7
There will be a Special Guest Preacher for Worship
on January 7. We are excited to welcome guest
preacher, the Rev. Aaron Cope, chaplain at SpiriTrust,
The Village at Shrewsbury, on Epiphany Sunday,
January 7! Pastor Aaron will lead worship while
Pastor Courtney and Pastor Ben are on vacation.

How to submit to
the Newsletter

We welcome all submissions to the newsletter. The
newsletter is a great place to ask for help, publicize
an event you are planning in the church, tell people
about something you or your family are doing,
thank members, celebrate a victory. The possibilities
are endless! The vision for the newsletter is to
communicate between members in a clear and
interesting format. If you would like to submit to the
newsletter or help in any way, here is what you can do:

9:00 a.m. - Contemporary Worship in the Spirit
Cellar Sanctuary
10:45 a.m. - Traditional Worship in the Traditional
Sanctuary

What’s In the Display case?
SNOWMEN!
SNOWMEN!
SNOWMEN!

Well, all right, snowmen have
been around much longer than
anyone alive today. Snowmen
are enjoyed by adults as well as
children. They are all shapes and
sizes. They always bring a smile
to adults as well as youngsters.
Another Christmas has come and
gone and the Snowman reminds us
in many ways that winter has just begun. The Cheery
Snowman now stands between winter and our speedy
return to Spring. They are a beauty to behold. Our
Cabinet this month is filled with Snowmen. Why not
take a moment to check them out - they may surprise
you!

*If you are comfortable with computers, you
may email Chris Jacobs at: kndsis1@yahoo.com.
Please make sure your document is either a .doc
or .pdf file. If you are including digital artwork,
make sure it is at least 300KB in size.
*If you prefer paper, just drop off your
submission in the mailbox marked ‘newsletter’
outside the office door. The mailboxes are
located on a table across the hall.
Please keep in mind that the deadline for submission
is the 20th of each month for the following month’s
newsletter. If you have pictures or graphics that
complement your submission, include them
along with directions or suggestions on their use.
Please include your contact information in every
submission so the editor can get in touch to clarify
or fact-check. If you are interested in a monthly
submission or article, we welcome that as well.
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January Celebrations

Lutheran Camping

02 – Richard Hollingworth
02 – Richard Webster
03 – Jay Keener
03 – Kody Peters
05 – Patrick Gwinn
05 – Todd Osterhaus
06 – Maigan Gideon
08 – Jackie Atkins
09 – Nancy Mccleary
13 – Tammy Golden
13 – Josie Shoffner
14 – Evans Fishel

The Lutheran Camping
Corporation is hosting
the following events in
January:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Winter Youth Retreat
at Kirchenwald January 5-7
Winter Fun Day at
Kirchenwald - January 21
Chicken & Waffles at Nawakwa - January 21
CampPerson Meetings at Kirchenwald &
Nawakwa - January 21
CampPerson Meeting at Tree of Life
Lutheran
Church, Harrisburg - January 23
CampPerson Meeting at Advent Lutheran
Church, York - January 25
CampPerson Meeting at Trinity Lutheran
Church, Chambersburg - January 28
CampPerson Meeting at St. Peter Lutheran
Church, Lancaster - January 28

15 – Glen Smeltzer
17 - Dennis Grove
17 – Marian Warner
19 – Rae Williams
20 – Lynette Grim
20 – Dylan Peters
25 – Heidi Einsig
27 – Edward Dellinger
28 – Cora Sue Herbst
30 – Lisa Crawford
30 – Steven Gross
30 – Daune Hartman

Wedding Anniversaries

11 – Cindy & Joey Christenberry
23 – Lin & Peg Rotz
29 – Dennis & Vickie Grove

gift cards are a great option
We have Giant, Weis and Jerry’s Great Valu store
cards available in denominations of $50. They are
available Sundays in the back of the Spirit Cellar service
or the Welcome Center between services. If you would
like other dollar amounts, Dee Kerr will order them
for you by calling her at 717-244-0083. Please make
checks payable to Grace Lutheran Church. This is an
important fundraiser for the church and a win-win for
everyone. You get gift cards
to do the shopping you do
already and the church gets
a commission.

If you would like more information, visit the
website: https://www.lutherancamping.org/events/
or call 717-677-8211.

Each month, The Beacon reports who is
sponsoring the flowers in the Sanctuary.
January’s flowers are sponsored by:
07 - Nancy Grissinger
14 - Erma Grim
21 - Regina Thompson
Barb Hartman (Pedestal)
28 - Richard Jacobs
February’s flowers are sponsored by:
04 - Keith McCleary
11 - Richard Jacobs
14 - Erma Grim (Ash Wednesday)
18 - Shirley Pefferle
25 - Jay Keener

The Beacon is brought to you by:
Chris Jacobs, Editor/Staff Writer
Jennifer Rudolf, Layout/Staff Writer
Ottilie Grim, Copy Proofreader
Richard Rhine, Proofreader
Dee Kerr, Proofreader
Germar Rudolf, Webmaster
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7
9:00 am: Spirit Cellar
Worship - Contemporary
Worship
10:45 am: Worship
Service - Traditional
14
9:00 am: Spirit Cellar
Worship - Contemporary
Worship
10:45 am: Worship
Service - Traditional
21
9:00 am: Spirit Cellar
Worship - Contemporary
Worship
10:45 am: Worship
Service - Traditional
28
9:00 am: Spirit Cellar
Worship - Contemporary
Worship
10:45 am: Worship
Service - Traditional

SUNDAY

23

30

22

29

16

15

2

9

MONDAY

8

1

TUESDAY
5

31
7:00 pm - 8:00 pm: Senior
Choir Rehearsal
8:00 pm-9:00 pm: Ringers
by Grace (Bell Choir)

17
18
19
7:00 pm - 8:00 pm: Senior 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm: Book
Choir Rehearsal
Club
8:00 pm-9:00 pm: Ringers 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm: Mug
by Grace (Bell Choir)
Club (@ Black Cap
Brewery)
24
25
26
7:00 pm - 8:00 pm: Senior
Choir Rehearsal
8:00 pm-9:00 pm: Ringers
by Grace (Bell Choir)

10
11
12
7:00 pm - 8:00 pm: Senior 6:30 pm: Church Council
Choir Rehearsal
Meeting
8:00 pm-9:00 pm: Ringers
by Grace (Bell Choir)

WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY
3
4
7:00 pm - 8:00 pm: Senior 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm:
Choir Rehearsal
Graceful Women

January
FRIDAY

27

20

13

6

SATURDAY

